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In conformity with the Convention Concerning the Protection of the W *k-— ul
adopted by the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organi

Temple is inscribed on the World Heritage List as a Historic Monument of

........

internationally recognized as a place of exceptional and universal value: a cultura

Vi 1

preservation for the benefit of all of mankind. s

The Uji area was popular among the nobility of the Heian period for the scenic
Uji River, and many country villas were built there. The Byodoin Temple was origin
retreat, owned by Fujiwara no Michinaga; il was converted into a temple in 1052 by his
(Imperial Regent) Fujiwara no Yorimichi. The following year, in 1053, the Amic ado (Am
was built, and a statue of Amida Buddha by the sculptor Jocho enshrined the rein; this is t
known today as the Ho-o-do (Phoenix Hall). By the heginning of the 12th cen m ' th
and other buildings had been added. Most of these were destroyed when the temple cor
torch in 1336; however, the original Phoenix Hall, a Kamakura-period reconstruct

(Kannon Hall), and the belfry have survived to the present day. e -

The Phoenix Hall is an airy, delicate, and graceful structure compris &
i

wings to. the left and right, with another hall forming a tail behind. The mal
ornamented at either end by a bronze figure of the phoenix-like mythological:
interior is magnificently adorned, with an ornate double ciborium, fiosoge Ge
murals. In front of the Phoenix Hall lies a garden with a pond, intended to-

Pure Land. T
At the time of the Byodoin Temple’s construction, the “beach”™ of gravel arou
bank of the Uji River, making the mountains on the far side of the river appear Imucs
Japanese form of garden, in which the garden incorporates the SUrrOUNGIRE S8 ural sce
“Pure Land garden.” The Byodoin garden served as the prototypﬁltnr he tempie |
central Amida Buddha hall, and is inl'lut'nyu_Exte‘nded to many GHIErens SHECes
Motsuji and Muryokoin Temples in Oshu Hiraizumi and the Toba SHOKOMFOIES

Resolved on December 15 and inse

vibed on December 17, 1994

Date of Inscription
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